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FC Westchester having
big run as teams get set
for major tournaments
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As the president of the premier
soccer club FC Westchester, Lonny
Unger is used to seeing champi-
onships, including at least one state
i b - ftitle every year this decade.
o g But never this many, and never
like this. Over the next two weeks,
- four teams will be traveling down
- the East Coast to compete in major
. tournaments.
- “This is the most successful year
¢ we've had,” Unger said.
©  The U12 and U13 teams won the

¢ US. Youth Soccer Eastern New .

York Championships (the State
Cup) and advanced to regionals July
27 in West Virginia, while the U15
team finished second. Meanwhile,
the U16 and U18 teams qualified for
the U.S. Soccer Development Acad-
emy playoffs in Greensboro, N.C.,
Friday-June 29, and are one step
away from the national champi-
onships at the Home Depot Center
in Los Angeles next month.
Director of coaching Dave Mc-
~ Collury spreads the credit around. -
“You have fo have good players
a o i

"want to help them, and very dedicat-
ed parents, because we demand a
lot of their time

feam - -
Of the 78 programs inv(
the development academy, FC
Westchester is one of 18 to have
both the U16 and U18 teams qualify.
The U16 team started slowly,
thanks in part to a schedule that had
it play 13 of its first 15 games on the
road, but a second-half run carried it
into the playoffs. Center forward Hi-
roki Kobayashi of Scarsdale has
scored 13 of the team’s 35 goals,
while Rye Country Day sophomore
Tavlor Washington leads the de-

and a lot of parents

—mvolve&rm :

-t

The Ul8teamis attempting to get
to Los Angeles for the second
straight year. The offense, which av-
erages two goals a game, is led by
forwards Arturo Barajas of New
Rochelle and Cobi Span of North
Salem, and center midfielder Tom-
my McNamara of Nyack who is
headed to Brown.
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The team is coached by 37-
year-old Iona assistant Chris
Gonzalez, a 100-goal scorer at
Mamaroneck High who
joined FC Westchester in its
first year and came back to
coach in 1997.

“I knew I wanted to stay in-
volved in the game and coach
at the highest possible level
and contribute to my club,”
Gonzalez said.

The nucleus of the U18
team has won three State
Cups, so they know what it
takes to win championships.
But one question mark will be
how they handle the Greens-
boro weather — it’s expected
to be in the 90s and very hu-
mid.

The U11 team, which won
its Westchester Youth Soccer
League division in the fall and
the spring this season, is also
coached by an original FCW
player, Carlos Casas.

But despite all the success,
McCollum isn’t satisfied.

“I want to keep pushing,”
| McCollum said. “I'm not for
resting on our laurels. We
want to get better and contin-
ue to be regarded as a quality
club where we push a lot of
players into college programs
and hopefully the national
team.”
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Submitted by FC Westchester

Andres Penfold of Scarsdale plays for the FC Westchester
U16 U.S. Soccer Development Academy team.
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